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What this book is about01 _ This book asks: Who are the Swiss, and what unites them? What is

SwitzerlandÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s place in the world? What should the Swiss protect themselves from, and

which institutions should they preserve? How balance tradition and innovation?02 _ Contributors

from around the globe recognize that Switzerland gains much strength from being small, from

having a system of direct democracy and federalism, and from a deeply rooted commitment to

liberty, together with economic wisdom and reliability.03 _ Nevertheless, the interaction with the

European Union is difficult, and the United States have been putting the Swiss system under stress.

Some of these conflicts might imperil SwitzerlandÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s model altogether, if creative solutions

arenÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t found.
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